Snow Hill High School
2013-2014 Course Syllabus

COURSE:  Physics

TEACHER:  Mr. Traud

CONTACT INFORMATION:  

SHHS:  410-632-5270
E-MAIL:  njtraud@mail.worcester.k12.md.us
WEBSITE for TEXTBOOK:  my.hrw.com


TEXT BOOK:  Physics, Principles and problems

SUGGESTED MATERIALS:  Students must bring the following materials to class everyday:
1. Three-ring binder just for chemistry with the following 5 dividers (LABELED) specifically as follows:  
a. References
b. Classwork/Homework 
c. Labs 
d. Tests/Quizzes
2. A writing utensil (preferably a pencil)
3. Calculator (graphic or scientific)
4. Textbook

COURSE OBJECTIVES:  Please refer to the course of study outline attached.

CLASSROOM CONDUCT/RULES:  In order to guarantee your child, and all the students in my classroom the excellent environment they deserve, all school and county rules will be enforced in my classroom.  Please refer to the student handbook beginning on page 1 if you need to review these policies and procedures.


Expectations:  The core expectations I have for all students are:
	
1. Be Respectful of Yourself, Others, and the Environment
2. Be Responsible
3.   Always work to Achieve your highest potential 

Consequences:  If a student chooses to disregard expected behaviors, the following consequences will be enforced, depending on the level of behavior:
· Teacher Warning
· Teacher Assigned Detention (after school or during lunch)
· Office Referral

**  Fighting, gross disrespect, drugs/alcohol/etc., weapons, and extreme profanity will result in an immediate office referral.

Unique Consequences:
Lab:  Horseplay and improper behavior in the lab will be dealt with as follows:
1st offense = warning/parent and/or guardian notification
2nd offense = suspension of lab activity/zero for the lab/after school detention
3rd offense = suspension of all future lab activities/office referral/alternate assignments will be given.

Miscellaneous Items:
1. Cell phones and all other electronic devices:  will not be used in the classroom unless directed by myself or another teacher. The first time I see your phone I will ask you to put it away. If I see it again it will sit on my desk for the remainder of the period. Further warnings will result in a referral.
	
It is my belief that all students can behave properly in the classroom.  I absolutely will not tolerate any class disruptions that would hinder my teaching or prevent any student from learning.  It is of utmost importance that students follow all expectations to ensure that everyone has the opportunity to learn and be safe!

ATTENDANCE:
After an excused absence, students will be allowed to make up work.  It is the student’s responsibility to report to me to receive any materials due to an absence.  This should be done immediately upon returning to class.  All work (including tests, quizzes, homework, and lab experiments) must be completed and handed in no later than 5 days after an absence.  Failure to do this will result in a zero.


LATENESS TO SCHOOL (1st Period):
· 1st Lateness:  Free Pass
· 2nd Lateness:  Teacher Warning
· 3rd Lateness:  Teacher Assigned Detention
· 4th Lateness:  Office Referral (Sat./Evening School & Parent/Guardian Contact)
· 5th -7th Lateness:  Office Referral (Sat./Evening School or ISS & loss of     privileges)
· All subsequent latenesses:  Office Referral/Referral to Worcester Co.        Truancy Court/Parent or Guardian Conference
LATENESS TO CLASS:
· 1st Lateness:  Teacher Warning
· 2nd Lateness:  Teacher Assigned Detention
· 3rd Lateness:  Office Referral (Sat./Evening School & Parent/Guardian Contact)
· 4th Lateness:  Office Referral (Sat./Evening School or ISS)
· 5th – 7th Lateness:  Office Referral (Sat./Evening School or ISS & loss of            privileges)
· All subsequent latenesses:  Office Referral/Student is out until parent/guardian conference

LATE WORK:
All work handed in late will automatically have points deducted from his/her highest grade earned for that assignment.  For each day late, the assignment grade will be dropped one full letter grade.  Failure to complete/hand in assignments will result in a zero.  Assignments more than five days late will not be accepted.  

HOMEWORK:
I cannot stress enough the importance of doing homework.  Homework is assigned to assist students in understanding the concepts taught in class.  It has been shown that students who take the time to do their homework perform well on tests and quizzes.  I want all students to experience success in this course, so please do your homework…it counts towards your grade.  If a student needs help with anything pertaining to class, arrangements can be made to stay after school on a day that suits both the student and the teacher’s schedule.  Students should check with me each week in order to determine which days I will be available for assistance.

GRADING POLICY:  Grades will be calculated by the use of weights based on the following system:
· Tests				45%
· Quizzes			20%
· Labs				20%
· Homework/Classwork	15%
       -------------
	100%

· Semester Grade = 80% Quarter Grade + 20% Final Exam



· Grading Scale:  The following grading scale will be used:
			
90-100     = A
			80-89       = B
			70-79       = C
			60-69       = D
			Below 60  = F

· Please keep in mind that grades are cumulative throughout the semester.

[bookmark: _GoBack]It is in your child’s best interest that we work together to provide him/her the best possible education.  Please do not hesitate to contact me by phone at SHHS (410-632-5270) or e-mail (njtraud@mail.worcester.k12.md.us) for any reason.

Topics Covered in Physics
· Safety
· Introduction:  Chapter 1
· Metric system
· Dimensional analysis
· Scientific method
· Scientific notation
· Significant digits
· Mechanics:  Chapters 2-11
· Motion
· Accelerated Motion
· Forces in One Dimension
· Forces in Two Dimensions
· Motion in Two Dimensions
· Gravitation
· Rotational Motion
· Momentum
· Work and Simple Machines
· Energy and Its Conservation
· Waves and Light:  Chapters 14-19
· Vibrations and Waves
· Sound
· Fundamentals of Light
· Reflection and Mirrors
· Refraction and Lenses
· Interference and Diffraction
· Electricity and Magnetism
· Static Electricity
· Electric Fields
· Current Electricity
· Series and Parallel Circuits
· Magnetic Fields
· Electromagnetic Induction
· Electromagnetism












I have read and understand the expectations for Mr. Traud.  The course syllabus will be placed and kept in the student’s science notebook for reference.  Please return this page to Mr. Traud.

___________________________ 	  _______________________________          Student’s  Signature			  Parent’s/Guardian’s Signature

_______________________		  ___________________________
Student’s Printed Name			  Parent’s/Guardian’s Printed Name



Parent Contact Information:
· The best method of communication for me is through email.  May I contact you by email address if necessary?
							
YES				NO

If yes, please provide your email address here:				

________________________________________________________

If no, please provide a telephone number where you can be reached in order to discuss any concerns regarding your child:

________________________________________________________________

